
 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CONFERENCE 

I spent my life in education and completed a Masters degree in Education @ the 

University of Auckland. No study could prepare me for my current calling, only a journey 

of suffering and endurance could... 

How awesome when we can come to that place that James speaks about in James 1, “We 

consider ourselves fortunate for the trials that have come our way, for we know that our 

faith have succeeded in facing these trials and we have developed the ability to endure. 

Our endurance carried us all the way without failing and we have lacked nothing. We have 

prayed for wisdom and God has given generously and graciously. We have prayed and we 

believed...”  

I was busy with my Doctorate in Education when God called me into ministry. I wanted to 

pursue a thesis on ‘Moral Regeneration of our Youth’. God asked me why was I writing a 

thesis? Who would it reach? Who was going to read my thesis? Would it make a 

difference to anyone’s life?  

I argued for three months and surrendered my pen of ambition for a pen of purpose. 

I surrendered my life, my goals, my aims, and asked God for His vision... The BOUND 

Curriculum was born. 

This Curriculum now comprises of three books, a BOUND Manual, a Workbook and a 

Guide for Life Coaches. We also have 10 dvd’s with high impact visuals to accompany the 

teachings. Three of the dvd’s were filmed by Reach For Life No Regrets and has been 

highly recommended by all who have used the material. 

The teachings cover all aspects that teenagers battle with, peer pressure, choices, 

friendships, parties, sexuality, temptations, substance abuse, etc.  

God created the vision, I was only His pencil therefore the teaching is Holy Spirit lead, 

holistic, real, relevant and breaks through to the rebellious heart of many... 

I just want to touch on two aspects today that I have found vital to opening the door for 

us to teach on the ‘stuff’. 

The first teaching was revealed to me when my husband awoke from his coma and 

screamed in pain day and night. He asked me how I could equate a God of love with his 



suffering... I had no answer, I asked God for revelation... He gave me Gen 1v28 and Deut 

30v15-18. 

God created a beautiful planet. One just has to spend an hour by the seaside or in the 

mountains to realise that creation is amazing, awesome and wonderful. Then God makes 

man in His image and says in Gen 1v28, “Now I give you control, stewardship, authority, 

responsibility over all of creation. God goes further in Deut 30v15-18 and says, “I give you 

the choice between life or death... I won’t try and convince you, I plead with you to 

choose life... Heaven be my witness what you choose...” 

1. LOVE  

- How are you currently feeling about the world? 

- How do you feel about God? 

- Do you agree that God is good?  

- God is not the author of suffering, God is not the author of a broken world. 

- Why is the world such a mess? Why is there so much pain and brokenness? 

- God does not put us to the test. Jesus said in John 16v33, “Life will put you to the 

test, life will throw you oddballs, life will be unfair, my Grace will help you to 

overcome...” 

- The biggest cause of suffering in this world comes down to one thing, ‘Pride and 

Arrogance’. 

- I was saddened by the horrific Air Asia accident over the Christmas period. I was 

even more sad to hear a lady who was part of a church group say on CNN, “I can’t 

understand why God is testing us like this...” Firstly the airline had no licence to fly 

on that day. Secondly the pilot decided to ignore the weather report and fly 

anyway, fly his way... I think of the Frank Sinatra song, “I will do it my way...” 

There is only one way and that is the right way. As the pilot hit the storm he 

realised he was in trouble. He contacted the ground control and asked to change 

altitude. They warned that his speed would not allow the decision... He lifted and 

without the necessary speed, stalled the big jet... It plunged into the dark ocean 

with more than 160 souls on board... Was God testing them... 

- I want you to look at the following visual and decide for yourself who is creating a 

broken, hurting world... I want you to decide what is the choice, life or death... 

- PLAY FREEDOM CLIP 

- “Life sucks and God is dead...” NO, our stewardship sucks and our CHOICES are 

causing death... 

- This is where I share my testimonies of unfair suffering... 

- I share my rape as a four year old, an attempted murder on my family 11 years ago 

by my domestic’s son who was addicted to NYOPE, my son’s journey of addiction, 

dealing and gangsterism, my body deciding it was enough and Chemo, and I share 

my husband’s story... 

- We will never answer all the WHY’s but we choose our attitude in these struggles. 



-  

- Why do people lose their faith when they face struggles, when breakthrough 

doesn’t come, when miracles don’t seem to happen... 

- Miracles would be so much easier. We could go back to our old life, our comfort 

zone... 

- Enduring through trials means sacrifice, submission, surrender, obedience, 

faithfulness, letting go and letting GOD regardless of the outcome... 

- Faith chooses to love God in the darkness, to proclaim like Job, “My Redeemer 

Lives...” That is the miracle... 

- The two most powerful choices I made in every one of these struggles was to 

CHOOSE LOVE AND FORGIVENESS. If I chose to be disobedient to those two, I 

would have been bitter, angry and cut off from any restoration... 

- When God restores, He makes ALL things NEW... 

- We are given pamphlets on the side of the road which promises our old love, old 

stuff to be returned if we could place our trust in a herbal remedy.  

- God does a New Thing. The Word says, “Behold, the Lord will do a New Thing...” 

- I have a NEW life today, a new husband, new kids, new circumstances, building a 

new home... 

- The old is gone, the NEW has come...  

 

2. ATTITUDE: 

- We have two choices when the ‘bus’ has driven over our lives.. 

- We dig a big PIT for ourselves and jump into it. It is called ‘SELF PITY’. Eventually 

even your best friend is sick and tired of you feeling sorry for yourself. You are 

alone in this dark pit and you cut the last letter of SELF PITY off and you ask the 

relentless “Y?” Why me? Why did this happen to me? Why, why, why.... 

- Or you get out from under this ‘bus’ which crashed itself into your life, your 

comfort zone and you get into the driver’s seat and you drive this broken bus.... 

You drive slowly, you cry while you drive, you question your direction, you seek 

wisdom and courage, you surrender to God, you OVERCOME this ‘thing’ you have 

NO CONTROL OVER... and you don’t stop driving... 

- I show the clip of my mom and share her story.  

- We are all disabled in some way, we are all imperfect in some way but this is not 

the end. Our circumstances is NOT THE END... We OVERCOME in hope, faith and 

above all, LOVE... We endure, we NEVER GIVE UP!! 

 

END WITH CLIP OF DEREK REDMOND 
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