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Session II: Secrets to Creative Storytelling for Children 
  

75 Creative Storytelling Techniques & Ideas 
!
Connect another story to this story: 

1) Personal story share about a time in your life when you could identify with a character in the story. .....................

2) Fable think of a fable that has a moral brought out in the story. 

3) Parable make up a parable that expresses truths of the story. ................................................................................

4) Folk or fairy tale tell a story from folklore that has a similar theme. ........................................................................

5) Imaginary story create imaginary characters that interact with the story. ................................................................

6) Contemporary folklore tell a popular local tale that connects with the point of your story. ...................................

7) Group telling each person adds the next sentence of the story. .............................................................................

8) Contemporary retelling set the story in today’s culture, using references from contemporary life. ........................

9) Organic storytelling invite the audience to offer suggestions for details within the story. ......................................

10) Monologue tell the story from the point of view of one of it’s characters. ..............................................................

11) Visit from Storyland dress as a character, tell the story, and then answer children’s questions. ..............................

12) Tandem tell the story with a partner, alternating speaking parts. ............................................................................

13) Dialogue rewrite the story into a dialogue for two actors. ......................................................................................

14) Interview pretend to do a TV or radio interview with a character from the story. ...................................................

15) Reader’s theater choose several students to dramatically read the parts of a story. ...............................................

!
Connect props to this story: 

16) Costumes wear a simple costume to become a character in the story. ..................................................................

17) Clay mold it into objects or figures as the story progresses. 

18) Pictures and books hold them up as you tell the story. ...........................................................................................

19) Lights turn them on or off to emphasize different parts of the story. 

20) Chalk talks draw pictures or symbols that relate to the story. .................................................................................

21) Balloon routines use balloon animals / twisting as a visual aid for the story. ..........................................................

22) Felt boards or aprons tell the story with felt figures or backgrounds. .....................................................................
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23) Puppets tell the story with one or more puppets. ...................................................................................................

24) Stuffed animals, dolls, or action figures use objects to represent the story’s characters. ........................................

25) String make string figures that correspond to events in the story. 

26) Scissors and paper cut out shapes representing objects of characters of the story. ...............................................

27) Magic tricks and illusions focus attention by doing simple illusions. .......................................................................

28) Signal cards hold up cue cards with words or phrases for the audience to say. ......................................................

29) Streamers, ribbons or banners allow listeners to act out parts of the story. ............................................................

30) Three pictures have students recall stories with visual aids. ....................................................................................

31) Maps, mobiles, murals visually follow the progression of the story. ........................................................................

32) Crafts design and create appropriate crafts related to the story. 

33) Food eat foods from the story or create edible delights related to it. 

34) Story bag use a multi-colored story bag, holding up colors that relate to the story. ..............................................

35) Other story-related props paper, aluminum foil, paper clips, finger-paints, wire. ...................................................

!
Connect music to this story: 

36) Mood music use video or audio taped music for sound effects or mood-setting. ..................................................

37) Background sounds allow children to make sounds of the jungle, storms, wind, gulls, etc… ................................

38) Sound effects have children hum, whistle, roar, make creaky door sounds, etc… ..................................................

39) Body band create sounds for the story by clapping, slapping knees, or tapping fingers. ......................................

40) Songs within the stories sing songs already found in the context of the story. .......................................................

41) Stories about songs tell the story behind a popular or children’s song. ..................................................................

42) Song-writing create a singable version of the story. ................................................................................................

43) Refrains invite the whole audience to sing, say, or chant a short memorable refrain. .............................................

44) Group refrain divide the audience into different groups which respond to cue words in the story. .......................

45) Rhyme tell all or part of a story in rhyme. ................................................................................................................

46) Instruments allow children to join along on handmade or manufactured instruments. ..........................................

47) Choral response divide the audience in half and have them say or sing brief phrases. ..........................................

48) Call and response cue the audience to reply during specific parts of the story. .....................................................

49) “That was good! That was bad!” use signs to cue the audience to respond to the story’s events. ........................

50) Volume cue the audience to alter volume for specific sections of the story. ...........................................................
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!
Connect creative dramatics to this story: 

51) Audience echo mime cue the audience to repeat your actions during specific parts of the story. .........................

52) Imaginary journey prepare for the story by pretending to travel to the site of the story. .......................................

53) Improvisation allow students to improvise scenes related to the story. ..................................................................

54) Reenactment invite students to act out scenes from the story after they’ve learned it. .........................................

55) Morphing become the different characters or animals of the story as it is told. .....................................................

56) Become an object  pass around objects related to the story and become the object as you hold it. ....................

57) Narrative pantomime invite a small number of students to act out the story as you read or tell it. .......................

58) Role-play act out scenes from the story or related to themes in it. .........................................................................

59) Black light act out the story using black light and white clothing or props. ............................................................

60) Shadow story retell the story using an overhead projector and shadow figures. ....................................................

61) Masks wear real or pretend masks of the characters or emotions in the story. 

62) Tandem masks one person tells the story while another puts on masks of the characters. ....................................

63) Grab bag use miscellaneous props to create improvised versions of stories. .........................................................

!
Connect movement with this story: 

64) Mime create a version of the story told only through movement. 

65) Mime with musical background move through the events in the story with background music. ............................

66) Charades guess what character, scene, or object students are portraying. ............................................................

67) Gestures use gestures to involve listeners during the story. ....................................................................................

68) Hand actions use waving, clapping, snapping, slapping knees, tapping, or other simple actions. ........................

69) Snapshots create frozen statues of story scenes; then have others guess which story they’re from. ......................

70) Sign language join together in signing a section (or all) of a story. .........................................................................

71) Finger-plays tell the story primarily using hand gestures and fingers. ....................................................................

72) Body position create different story characters by the shape and posture of your body. .......................................

73) Leg motions include stomping, bouncing, or running in place. ..............................................................................

74) Liturgical dance express feelings related to the story through creative movement. ...............................................

75) The wave start a movement on one side of the room and pass it along. ...............................................................

!
Page !4



Creative Children’s Teaching Ideas 
© 2014 / Presented by Steven James / www.stevenjames.net 

  !
Preparing Your Listeners 

How to Prepare Your Audience and Room for the Storytelling Event !
Understanding Your Audience !!!!
Preparing Your Room 

• Find a neutral background. !!
• Stand in the light. !!
• Remove distractions. !!
• Arrange the seating to your advantage. !!
• Make sure you can be heard. !!!

Room Checklist !
q Am I standing in a well-lit area of the room? 
q Is the space behind me free from distractions? 
q Are all other distracting sounds turned off? 
q Can the children easily see me and my props?  
q Is the temperature comfortable? 
q Is the seating arrangement conducive for this storytelling event? 
q Can the students easily hear me? ! !
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Tips On Remembering Your Stories 

!
One of the best ways of remembering a story is to have more than one mental 

association with it. Each of these techniques will help you remember a story, but when 
you combine several together, it’ll make remembering your stories even easier! 

1. Episodes - If you remember words better than images, try learning the story a few 
lines at a time. Each “chunk” of text can be learned easier if you write out the story 
in 4-7 chunks. Then, remember a story by events, or “episodes.” Limit yourself to 
seven major events or it’ll be too tough to keep them all straight. 

2. Movement - Movement triggers memory. The more gestures and movements you 
have, the easier the story will be to remember. Move around as you practice the 
story. Your gestures, posture, and facial expressions will help you remember the 
story. Some people find they can more easily picture a story by pretending to walk 
through a house, watching each scene of the story happen in a different room. 

3. Storyboarding - Some people find that they can remember the story better if they 
draw a series of pictures that represent the scenes of the story. Each scene shows 
the progression of the action in the story. Don’t worry about drawing masterpieces; 
just use simple pictures to help ignite your memory! 

4. Objects - Objects, costumes, and props will help spark your memory. As you pick 
up each object, it’ll help you remember the next section of the story. 

5. Images - Some people imagine the story in their minds and watch it as though it 
were a film. Watch the story in fast forward to get the big picture, and then in slow 
motion to notice the details! When telling the story, they simply explain what you 
see in your imagination. 

6. Action - Stories naturally progress to a climax. Just think about what has to happen 
next to move the story forward! 
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7. Repetition - If you can find events or phrases that are repeated throughout the 

story, it’ll make it easier to remember. We remember more easily that which we 
understand. So, make sure you really know what is going on in your story. Tell 
someone about it. Explain what happens and why. Don’t worry about actually 
telling the story, just talk about it. After a few times through, you’ll feel more 
comfortable with the story. 

8. Practice - You guessed it. Tell your story! Practice it different ways--while seated, 
walking around, with no gestures, or with no words! Tell your story whenever you 
can, over and over. By hearing your voice you’ll learn what needs to change in the 
story. 

9. Encouragement - Practice with a partner. Find someone who’ll encourage you as 
you begin learning your story, and then give you constrictive feedback as you 
develop and improve the way you tell it.  

10. Listening - Video or audio tape your story and then listen to the way you tell it. If 
you do this, listen to the story several times and listen for (or look for) different 
things. First, listen for the overall impact. Second, listen for timing, pauses and flow. 
Finally, listen for words or phrases that aren’t as clear or concise as you’d like. 
Change them and improve! 

11. Outlining - Outlining a story, summarizing it, or even writing down a version of it is 
helpful for some story-learners.  

12. Questions - Rather than worrying about remembering the exact images, pictures, or 
words, retell the story in your own way and whenever you can’t remember what 
comes next ask yourself, “What would naturally come next?” Then, double-check in 
your book to see if you forgot any important sections. Practice again. Each time 
through you’ll remember more and more details.  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Creative Connection Section

Field Trip Ideas It seems from Matthew 5:1 and Luke 6:17 that Jesus was on a level area of a 
mountainside when he told this story. So, consider telling this story on a hillside or 
a mountain. Also, the story itself occurs on a beach, so telling it on a beachfront or 
seaside would be appropriate. 

Mood and 
Atmosphere

Setting for the storyteller A cool, breezy mountainside.

Setting for the story A windy, rainy beach.

Sensory 
Connections

Sight Place hammers, nails, boards, tools, and other construction items 
in the classroom to add to the construction-site atmosphere. 
Wear a tool belt and pull your props out of a tool box!

Touch Hand out building blocks and let the students build towers on 
different surfaces.

Hearing Use an umbrella to cue the audience. Have them make sound 
effects whenever you open it, and be quiet to listen whenever 
you close it!

Taste Waves rushing against a house could be salty or fresh. Consider 
putting salt water and fresh water in spritz bottles and spraying 
the kids. Have them guess by the taste if the water is from the 
sea or the sky!

Smell Rain and storms often bring fresh, clean, moist smells. Buy 
different air fresheners or perfumes and spray them in the room 
as you tell the story. (Use one for the storm, another for the 
winds, a third for the stream.) Use a fan to clear the air between 
each spritz!

Costume Ideas You could dress up like a carpenter or construction worker to tell this story. Or, 
wear a raincoat and pretend you’re a TV news announcer sent to interview the two 
builders!

Other Ideas Make up a skit about a couple of people who go camping. They both know 
that it might rain up in the mountains, but only one of them decides to put up his 
tent. Bring a real camping tarp and have one of the actors put it up. The other guy 
just drapes a net (or something else that won’t give him any protection) over 
himself. Then, after they’re both asleep, have someone sneak onstage with three 
buckets--two of them filled with water and one filled with confetti. 

Throw one bucket of water on the unprotected guy, one on the tent (make 
sure it’s a waterproof tent!) and then, take the bucket of confetti and toss it on the 
audience. At first, the kids will think that bucket is filled with water, too!
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!
15 Sure-fire Ways To Mess Up Any Audience Participation Story !

1. Demand that everyone join in. If the children don’t feel comfortable or safe joining in, make 
them do it anyway! Be sure to embarrass those who don’t. 

2. Don’t bother to teach the audience what to do, when to do it, or when to stop. They should be 
able to figure it out on their own if they’d just pay closer attention! 

3. Plan plenty of embarrassing actions that will be offensive to members of your audience. 

4. Expect the audience to do everything perfectly the first time through. Cringe, scream, beat your 
chest, and throw a tantrum if they don’t.  

5. When you’re done, never do a cool-down activity. Leave the children wild and rowdy. Parents will 
love you for it! 

6. Use audience participation techniques in lieu of story preparation. As long as you have lots of 
stuff to do during the story, you don’t need to do a quality job of telling the story! 

7. If children have settled in comfortably, be sure to ask them to stand up and sit down repeatedly 
throughout your performance. It won’t be distracting! 

8. Never cue the audience by nodding your head to them, pausing, or signaling in some way for 
them to join you. They should be able to read your mind and know precisely when you want 
them to participate. 

9. If you make a mistake or forget a section of your story, break into tears, apologize profusely, run 
from the stage, and never tell another story again. 

10. Make certain that all story refrains are difficult, long, and confusing. This way the audience will 
be forced to pay better attention. 

11. If you hand out props, become angry if they get damaged, lost, or become a distraction during 
the story. 

12. When you call volunteers up front, never introduce them to the audience, make them stand 
onstage for a long time with nothing to do, and then tell them to sit down because they weren’t 
needed! 

13. Use plenty of finger-plays, felt-board stories, nursery rhymes, and picture books with pre-teens. 
They love acting like kindergartners in front of their friends! 

14. When receiving suggestions from the audience, point out the stupidest ideas and invite 
everyone to laugh at the person who offered them. 

15. Most importantly of all, keep in mind that you want the audience to remember your gimmicks, 
rather than your story! 
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Phase #1 - Getting To Know The Story  

Before beginning to tell your story, you need to get acquainted with it. You need to get to know your story. 
Notice, I didn’t say you need “to know your story,” I said you need “to get to know your story.” What’s the 

difference? 
The process of getting to know someone takes time. You can meet someone in a moment, and say that you 

know him—but really getting to know him takes longer. It’s only through the process of becoming better 
acquainted that a deep relationship is built. 

The better you know someone the easier it’ll be for you to introduce that person to others. Only then are you 
really familiar with the characteristics that make that person unique! 

So it is with your story. The more familiar you are with the story, the easier it’ll be to tell it to someone else. 
The deeper the relationship you have with your story, the deeper you can plan it in the hearts of your listeners. 

So, read it aloud several times. Ask yourself, “What would I be experiencing if I were in this story? What 
would I see? Who struggles? What do they discover? How do they change? What’s this story really about?”  !

Getting To Know Your Story 
• Think about the story. 
• Talk about the story. 
• Tell people about the story. 
• Tell the story to yourself. 

Look at what’s happening in the story by (1) identifying the main character, (2) noticing what he or she 
struggles with, and (3) seeing how he or she grows or changes as a result of facing that struggle. 

Then, tell yourself about the story. Explain it in your own words. Walk through it. Watch the story happen. 
Don’t worry about performing it. Just imagine it happening around you! 

Before introducing others to your story, take the time to get acquainted! !
Phase #2 - Test-Driving Your Story 
If you were shopping for a new motorcycle, you’d probably test-drive it before handing over your money. 

You’d want to know how it feels, if it’s the right size and color for you and your family. You’d want to consider 
whether the options are right for you. You’d evaluate the whole package to see if it really fits your needs. 

You need to test-drive stories, too. 
After you’ve become acquainted with your story, hop onto it and start the ignition. Tell it to yourself. Test how 

fast it should go, how smooth it feels, how it handles curves and the traffic of real life.  
Ask yourself, “Where does this story really take off? Where is it too slow? Where does it meander too much? 

Is it even the right story for me to tell!?” 
If you’re working on a Bible story, read it aloud to yourself, and then put the Bible down and tell the story to 

yourself. As you do, look for surprises in the story. Try to notice something new in the story every time you tell it.  
Try it on for size. How does it fit? How does it feel? Don’t try to polish or perform your story. Don’t worry 

about that! Just, talk through the story and try to notice what’s going on in it. 
Stories grow as you tell them. So, get to know your story inside and out. But don’t try to learn it word-for-

word. Instead, explore the story as you practice it. As you develop the story, add details and descriptions where 
appropriate or necessary. 

Always take your story for a test-drive by yourself before you invite any listeners to ride along with you! 
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Phase #3 - Paying Attention To Your Story 
Your attention is like a river wandering through the countryside. There may be many dry creek beds in which it 

can flow, but the more divided it gets, the less force the river has, until finally it slows to a trickle or dries out 
completely. 

Don’t let too many distractions drain the impact and presence of your story. 
Even when you’re rehearsing, it’s easy to get distracted by things that have nothing to do with your story—

how cold the room is, how you forgot to eat lunch, or how your ankle hurts from twisting it playing basketball last 
night. You may even be worried about how well your listeners will like your story, or how well they’ll like you! 

All these factors (and many others) vie for your attention. And, as they do, they distract you from the task at 
hand—connecting with your story and your listeners. 

So as you work on developing your story, focus on being present in the moment. Take the time to iron out 
difficult sections, develop your ideas, rehearse intricate phrases, and practice transitions from your introduction 
to your story. But when you’re actually telling the story, don’t let those preparation details distract you! As 
strange as it may seem, your goal when practicing a story is to learn to forget! Forget your practice time. Forget 
the script. Forget everything that might divide or distract your attention.  

I find that the stronger the images I have of the story, the less likely I am to get distracted. The more I can 
step into a story and imagine it happening, the more my audience will be able to imagine it as well. 

Several factors contribute to how well I’m able to imagine the story: 
• my familiarity with this story. 
• my confidence level in telling this story. 
• my level of comfort with this particular audience. 
• my ability to clearly see and experience the details in this story. !
As you become more familiar with the story and practice telling it a few times, try to observe what’s 

happening in your story and tell it as you see it—don’t just try to remember the words you used the last time you 
told it.  !

Phase #4 - Navigating Through Your Story 
Imagine that you’re driving home when you come to a “Road Closed” sign. If you’re familiar with the streets 

of your town, you could drive an alternate route and still make it home. But if this is the only route you know, 
you’d be stuck! 

Memorizing the words of a story puts you in the same position! What would happen if you forgot the next 
word? The road ahead would be closed off! You’d be stuck! It’s happened to me and to most people who have 
memorized a story—we’ve lost our way and never made it home. 

But, if you know the story so well that you know alternate routes through the story, you can maneuver through 
forgetting a word or two, and still make it safely home, to the end of the story! 

So, as you begin to learn your stories for telling, don’t think of it as a process of memorizing and reciting the 
right words, but of remembering and then telling the right story. Storytellers are concerned with helping their 
listeners picture the story in their minds. Because of that, images are more central to storytelling than printed 
letters and words. Storytellers typically don’t memorize their stories because: 

• Memorizing doesn’t allow you to change the story for different audiences. 
• Memorizing makes you focus on remembering words rather than on picturing images. 
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Practice the story, not the words.  
This is where I think some Bible curricula publishers miss the point. They write out precisely what to say and 

encourage teachers to read the story or lesson “as is.” But who is to say that route through the story is the best 
one for you and your students? As you develop skills, you’ll find that you can steer many different ways through a 
story and still be effective.  

So, rather than learning the words that make up a story, I would encourage you to learn the terrain of story. 
Know the story itself so well that you can take alternate routes through it, if it seems like the best way to tell that 
story that day.  !

Phase #5 - Growing Your Story 
As you read through the Bible story you’re preparing to tell, think about the “feel” of the story and try to 

reflect that in the way you tell the story. For example, when Jesus told the story of the lost sheep (see Luke 
15:3ff), he does it by asking a series of hypothetical questions: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep...” As 
you tell this story to children, you can keep the same feel in your telling of the story by saying, “Kids, pretend 
you have five pet kittens. If one got lost, you’d look for it, wouldn’t you?…” See how it mirrors the text? 

Let the story grow from the text. If a story has lots of emotion, or music, or action, weave that into the way 
you tell that story.  

The story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego being thrown in the fiery furnace (see Daniel 3) is a bold story 
of courage, power and faith under fire (literally!). This is not a wimpy little story! The courage and faith of those 
three young men reshaped the way an entire empire worshipped! When you tell this story, look for ways to 
reflect the same power and energy in your telling.  

Also, make the story personal. Find a way to connect with the characters of the story on a personal level. For 
example, if you were telling “The Four Soils” (Matthew 13:3-9) you might think of a time when you sowed the 
word. Or when it didn’t take root. Or when you say weeds choking the spiritual life out of someone. Or when you 
saw someone produce fruit. How did you feel? What did you learn? How did you change? Find a way to identify 
with the characters and emotions of the story.  

Even if you’re telling a Bible story that you’ve never heard before, find a way to connect with it. Let it become 
a story that matters to you, not just a lesson you’re trying to get through! !

Phase #6 - Developing Your Story 
Practice your story with your audience in mind. Think about what you want the listeners to do, feel, believe, 

think, or learn by the end of your story. This is the destination your story is attempting to reach. If you can’t 
explain it in specific words, don’t get frustrated. Can you feel it? Can you imagine what emotion you want the 
listeners to experience? That’s good enough. Go from there. Always aim for the heart, not just the head. 

Consider how you might include the students by letting them act out part of the story, create sound effects 
that set the mood for the story, and even repeat key phrases of the story. As you develop ideas on how you plan 
to delivery your story, ask yourself how you could include… 

…music, sound effects, or singing? 
…movement, gestures, or actions? 
…refrains, rhythms or rhymes? 
…participation, role-playing or humor? 
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Let your understanding of your audience help shape the way you prepare your story. Think about what 

techniques will best communicate this story and reach your listeners. Avoid techniques that might distract your 
listeners or make them uncomfortable. You can derail an audience from listening to your story by choosing 
material that isn’t age-appropriate, that contains adult themes, or that uses words they don’t know. You can ask 
too many questions, bore them with long descriptions, or choose audience participation techniques they think 
are stupid.  

By the way, don’t tell a story that’s so close to your heart that you lose control of your emotions. Storytelling 
may be therapeutic, but not on your listener’s time. Tell stories for them, not to them. Of course, some stories 

may shake people up, or be 
confrontational. But let people be 
offended by the message of the 
Gospel, not the manner in which 
you share it.  
 So stay in control of your        
emotions, it’ll help your listeners feel 
comfortable. !!
Summary 
 Get to know your story, really       
get aquatinted with it. Test drive 
your story to make sure it’s the right 
one for you to tell. Focus your 
attention on the story as you 
practice it and as you tell it.  
Become familiar with the terrain of 
the story rather than memorizing 
one version of the story. When 
working on telling a Bible story, let 
the way you tell it grow from the 
way it’s told in scripture. And finally, 
practice your story with the 
audience in mind. 
 Now, I should mention that        
even if you follow these 
suggestions, there’s no guarantee 
that your story will be a success. But 
these procedures will nurture the 
right environment for your story to 
grow and mature.  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Be Willing To Make Mistakes 
Anytime you try something for the first time you risk failing. 

When you’re telling a story, don’t think of making a mistake as 
failing, but as learning and contributing to your growth as a 
storyteller! 

If you forget something in the middle of the story, don’t 
correct yourself. You might cover by saying, “Something I didn’t 
mention earlier is that Samson was the world’s strongest man!” 
And then just go on with your story. Most people in the 
audience won’t even notice the “mistake” 

Don’t let your listeners think you’re nervous, or that you 
messed up, even if you did! You might even laugh at your 
mistake, but don’t nervously or awkwardly try to cover it up 

If you can’t remember what comes next, you may wish to 
repeat the last line or description and see if it sparks your 
memory. If not, and you’re completely stuck, smile and say, “I 
have no idea what comes next. Let’s take a break from this story! 
And try something else! 

Once, when I was telling a rhyming story in front of about 
800 children, I forgot the next line! I tried to remember it, but I 
was totally clueless. I tried making up my own line, but it didn’t 
even rhyme! Finally, I just skipped to the last two lines of the 
poem, finished it and moved on. And guess what? I survived 

Listeners will feel uneasy if they think you forgot your line or 
your place in the story. So if you get lost of confused, plug on 
confidently, don’t get all upset and flustered. 

If you make a mistake that seems to add to the story - keep 
it! Don’t apologize for it. It’s just a discovery about what works in 
this story! 
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Connecting with Your Listeners 

!
1. Speak With Respect - A strange thing happens to many otherwise normal adults when they 

start to tell stories to children. They begin talking in a sappy, sing-songy voice that doesn’t 
sound real or genuine. Don’t talk down to your students. Instead, talk to them in a natural, 
energetic, and lively way that doesn’t belittle them.  !

2. Choose Appropriate Stories - Some stories in Scripture deal with themes and issues that 
children aren’t ready to understand or even hear about. Not all parents agree on which 
subjects their children should be exposed to at a young age. So be honest but not always 
forthcoming about what information appears in the stories you’re teaching children. Avoid 
dealing with death, sex, violence, adult themes and adult language in your stories. Leave out 
graphic details that children aren’t ready to hear.  !

3. Start At The End - Before beginning to work on your story, read through the story in the Bible. 
Look at what comes before and after the story to see the context in which it was told. Take the 
time to really study and get to the heart of the story. Then, look for the main point of the story 
and see whom it’s really about. Avoid stories with too many characters or too much symbolism. 
Ask yourself, “Will my students really understand this story?” Especially with younger children, 
ask what changes in wording, content, or order you may need 
to make to the story. !

4. Create Simple Refrains - Look for 
repetition, simple plots, and simple 
resolutions. Nail down the main idea 
and then add a chant, movement, or 
instrument.  !

5. Stay Focused On The Story - 
Rather than asking lots of 
questions during the story, (which 
can distract the children) stay 
focused on the action and 
emotion of the story. As you tell 
the story, watch your students. 
Look at their faces to see if they !
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Remove Distractions! !
It’s true that children are easily distracted, but 

don’t underestimate the attention span of your 
students. Often we assume that they have a 
“short attention span” when the problem is 

usually that they have a “large distraction span!” !
So, be sure to remove distracting sights, sounds, 
smells, and activities before you begin your story. 
Make sure children can easily see and hear you as 

you tell your story. It’ll help them pay attention 
and remember the lesson.
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understand and enjoy the story. You can usually tell if you’re making a story too long or too 
frightening by the size of your students’ eyes. Keep the stories short, simple, and action-
packed.  !

6. Look For Connections - As you study and prepare your story, look for sounds, objects, actions, 
and repetition in the story. If you can find ways to connect the story to music, creative 
dramatics, or movement, you’ll be able to easily include audience involvement.  !

7. Tell The Story Your Own Way - Tell the story in your own words; don’t try to remember “the 
right words.” Use natural gestures. Some people “talk with their hands.” If that’s natural for 
you, great! If not, don’t try to imitate someone else. Do what’s most natural for you. Funny 
faces, funny voices and silly costumes will work well for this age group!  !

8. Move Through The Story - Let your body help you tell the story. If a character in your story is 
large and scary, stand big and lower your voice. If the character is tiny, scrunch up small. As 
you practice the story, practice your movement, inflection, and gestures.  !

9. Tell The Story First - This handout includes dozens of helpful ideas and storytelling suggestions 
for audience participation. However, if your children are unfamiliar with a story, you might wish 
to tell the story first and then invite them to act out the story so that the children understand 
what’s going on in the story and can remember the sequence of events. Then, after telling the 
whole story, say, “Ok, everyone! Now, let’s have some fun with this story! Let’s act it out!...”  

!
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!
Remember what young children are like: 
• They can’t sit still for long. They love to move, play and wiggle--it’s how they pay attention! So 

find ways to help them wiggle during the stories and be patient with them if they move around a 
little during the storytelling time. 

• They love to play pretend. So, foster and nurture their curiosity, imagination, and sense of 
wonder. 

• They would rather hear a story told than explained. So, tell your stories in an exciting way and 
make your summaries and sermons short, concrete, and to the point. 

• They can’t understand abstract concepts. So, avoid elaborate analogies and metaphors and focus 
instead on simple stories and illustrations from your children’s world. 

• They are easily distracted. So make sure you’ve created a storytelling environment that has few 
(or no!) distracting things to look at, listen to, touch, or do.
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20 Ways to Let Young Children Know You Love Them 

1. Notice me. It’s easy to look over my head, ignore me, or step around me. Take the time to get down on my 
level and look me in the eyes. I never want to feel like I’m in the way. 

2. When I put my arms up toward you, hug me. Sometimes I just need to be held, even if it’s only for a 
moment. 

3. Tell me the truth, but not all of it at once. I’m not ready to hear some things yet. Just a little bit at a time. Be 
patient. And don’t worry, I’ll believe you even if I don’t understand you. 

4. Take the time to look at the clouds with me. 

5. Be gentle with words. Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words may bruise my heart. 

6. Protect me from the dark places, the bullies, and the monsters of the world. I can be easily frightened, 
intimidated, and misled. Sometimes I need you to guard me and stand up for me. 

7. Smile at me. It makes me feel welcomed, loved, and important! 

8. Share my excitement when something special happens. I love to celebrate life! Join me! 

9. Forgive me quickly. I promise I’ll do the same for you. And tell me that God isn’t angry at me anymore, 
either. 

10. Go ahead and tickle me, but stop when I ask you to. 

11. Let me giggle and fall over laughing sometimes. And join me when I do! Remember, it’s ok to be silly. I 
doesn’t mean you’re childish, just childlike. 

12. Teach me when it’s ok to cry. Be willing to dry my tears when they come. Comfort me when I’m scared and 
let me know that I’ll be safe whenever I’m with you. 

13. Admit your mistakes. Remember, I’m watching you to learn how a big person should act. 

14. Pray with me. Pray for me. And teach me to pray, too. 

15. Spend time with me, even if it’s not doing anything special. I want you to be my friend and I just like being 
with people who care about me. I’ll bet you do, too! 

16. Let me wish. And dream. And pretend. These are great ways to help me to learn that the most important 
things in life are all invisible. 

17. Discipline me when I misbehave. Sometimes I’ll disobey just to see if you notice. Even though I don’t like to 
be punished, I’m glad you care enough to teach me right from wrong. 

18. Remember that hugs speak louder than words. 

19. Listen to me, especially when I’m sad. That’s when I really need a friend. 

20. Tell me every day how much God loves me. And show me what that kind of love looks like in the real world.  

!
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Session III: How to Tell Bible Stories 
!

Preparing for Take-off 
  

1) Start where you’d never expect: 
a) What’s going on here?  
b) What’s this story REALLY about?  
c) Who struggles? What do they discover? How do they change?  
d) Where does the story really begin?  
e) What changes (in wording, content, or order) could I make to this story to 

make it easier to tell or appropriate for this age group? 
2) Know where you’re going to land before you take off. 

  
  

Flight Instructions 

  

Look for ways to make your story SOAR! SOUNDS  
  

1) Make music with instruments  

2) Make music with your body  

3) Make music by singing  

4) Make music with a cheer, chant, or rap  

5) Make music by adding a call and response section  

6) Add mood music  

7) Add sound effects  

!
!

!
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Try telling your story as a poem or adding a simple refrain!  
!
Jesus was famous for the things that he’d done 
For he healed all the people and helped everyone.  
And they loved how he led them. They loved how he taught.  
And they loved all the stories of heaven he brought!  
  
And Jesus welcomed children. He loved all the kids.  
And he wasn’t annoyed by the things that they did!  
So all of the fathers and all of the mothers  
Brought children to see him. Both sisters and brothers,  
!
Both the little and big, both the chubby and tall  
Both daughters and sons, parents carried them all.  
They came to meet Jesus; those girls and boys;  
Laughing and giggling, and making such noise.  
!
But all the disciples just stood in the way!  
And they told them, “I’m sorry he’s busy today!”  
Then they told all those parents to please go away!  
  
But Jesus was angry when he heard what they did!  
‘Cause Jesus loves parents and Jesus loves kids!  
 So he said, “Bring the children. Don’t get in the way!  
 I want to bless all of the children today!” 
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Story: Refrains:

Jesus was out walking with his friends. Cool!

They were very hungry! Bummer.

So he sent them to town to get some food. Cool!

But Jesus waited by the road and he was really thirsty! Bummer.

So he walked up to the well. Cool!

But he didn’t have a bucket! Bummer.

A woman was there getting water from the well. Cool!

Jesus asked her to share some water, but she didn’t want to! Bummer.

Then Jesus told her he had special water that you can drink and then 
never get thirsty again!

Cool!

But she didn’t understand what he meant! Bummer.

Then Jesus told her about secrets from her life! Cool!

And she knew he was from God, but she still didn’t know he was the 
Savior!

Bummer.

Then Jesus told her he was the Savior! Cool!

Then the disciples returned and didn’t think Jesus should have been 
talking to that woman!

Bummer.

But she ran to town to tell her friends that she had met the Savior! Cool!

But the disciples wanted to go home because they didn’t really like the 
people from that country.

Bummer.

But the people believed the woman’s story about Jesus! Cool!

They came and met Jesus for themselves! (If they say “Bummer!” Say, 
“No actually that was “Cool!”)

Cool!

And many people believed in Jesus from that land! COOL!

The end!

!
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SOUNDS  OBJECTS  
  
1) Wear a silly costume. !
2) Use a puppet: Consider using whisper puppets, finger puppets, hand puppets, or arm puppets. 

Remember when using a puppet to (1) only open and close its mouth on each syllable (i.e. as you 
open and close your own mouth), (2) always keep the puppet moving, and (3) have the puppet 
look at whomever he is talking to. By following these three simple steps, you’ll create the illusion 
that the puppet is alive and it won’t matter that you move your lips when you tell the story.  !

3) Bring out the toys: Use stuffed animals, toys, dolls, army men, and action figures as props.  !
4) Serve food: Eat foods that are referred to in the story, eaten in the story, or related to the story. 

Create your own edible object lessons using pretzels, gum drops, marshmallows, raisins, crackers, 
cheese, apple slices, or peanut butter (warning: some children are seriously allergic to peanuts!).  !

5) Tell a story with a felt board: Use cut-out felt figures and a colorful background to tell the story. 
There are many fine felt boards and figures commercially available.  !

6) Hand out scarves: Use crepe paper, ribbons, streamers, banners, or scarves to represent fire, wind 
or water. Have children wave them at appropriate times in the story.  !

7) Blow bubbles: Blow bubbles whenever God or an angel speaks in a story.  !
8) Sensory Props: By appealing to the senses you’ll help the children better remember the stories.  

a. Sight - Turn off the lights, flicker them, or use filters to create different-colored lighting.  
b. Touch - Use squirt guns when telling stories of storms, rain, or floods. Use finger-paints 

with younger children. Use a fan to create wind, or a hairdryer to create a hot desert wind!  
c. Hearing - Add music, sounds effects, or funny noises to the story.  
d. Taste - Eat food that relates to the story. Something sweet (like honey) can represent 

manna or God’s word!  
e. Smell - Place candy or oranges in a bag to create a sweet smell. Use stinky garbage to 

represent sin!  !
9) Manipulatives: Use anything that can be changed into another shape or form to show the 

transition of the main character, or to represent different objects that appear throughout the 
story: paper can be cut, crinkled, or folded; aluminum foil can be squeezed, flattened, or molded; 
pipe cleaners can be bent, twisted or curled; string can be cut, tied, or designed. ! !
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For the following story, invite the children to sing each refrain with you to the tune of “Here We Go 
‘Round the Mulberry Bush.” As you sing the refrains, have the children join you by doing the 
suggested actions. Practice the story a couple of times before class to make sure you’re familiar with 
the refrains and the actions.  !

What to say: Suggested refrain: Actions:

When Jesus was ready to 
start telling people about 
God, he went into the desert. 

Jesus went into the wilderness, 
The wilderness, 
The wilderness. 
Jesus went in to the wilderness. 
So early in the morning.  !
(repeat with the children) 

Walk in place. 

While Jesus was in the 
desert, he didn’t eat any food 
for almost six weeks!

Jesus did not eat up any food, 
Any food, 
Any food. 
Jesus did not eat up any food. 
So early in the morning.  !
(repeat)

Shake your 
head “no.”

While Jesus was there, the 
devil tried to trick him into 
disobeying God!

Oh, the devil tried to get him to sin, 
[To] get him to sin, 
[To] get him to sin. 
The devil tried to get him to sin, 
So early in the morning. !
(repeat)

Act sneaky. 

But Jesus told him, “No!” 
and Jesus showed him where 
the Bible says we should 
obey God and not the devil.

Jesus continued to trust in God, 
Trust in God, 
Trust in God. 
Jesus continued to trust in God. 
So early in the morning. !
(repeat)

Fold hands as if 
you’re praying. 

!
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!
SOUNDS  OBJECTS  ACTION  
  

Include simple gestures, actions, or finger-plays: !
1) Finger-plays – Mr. Noah  !
2) Gestures –  !
3) Whole Body – The Animal Walk !

SOUNDS  OBJECTS  ACTION  REPETITION   
  

1) Do something during the refrain.  
2) Repeat the refrain together. Hint: Keep your stories simple, short, and action-

packed! 
3) Teach different refrains to different groups of students.  

  

The devil tried to trick Jesus 
three times, but finally he 
went away because he saw 
Jesus was not going to 
disobey God.

So finally the devil went far away, 
Far away, 
Far away. 
Finally the devil went far away, 
So early in the morning.  !
(repeat)

Wave 
goodbye.

Jesus showed us what to do 
when we’re tempted: WE 
SHOULD OBEY THE BIBLE 
AND TRUST IN GOD JUST 
LIKE JESUS DID!

Jesus taught us to trust God’s word, 
Trust God’s word, 
Trust God’s word. 
Jesus taught us to trust God’s word, 
EVERY SINGLE MORNING! !
(repeat)

Hold your 
hands out like 
you’re holding 
a Bible. 

The end! Let’s hear a cheer for Jesus!

!
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 Dealing with Turbulence 

(Controlling and focusing your students) 

!
1) Use cues! (verbal and non-verbal: keys, lights, hats...) 
2) Vary the pace 
3) Return to the story. 
4) Shorten the story 
5) Ask fewer questions. 

!
Positioning Your Landing Gear 

!
1) End with a brief and clear explanation. 
2) Include a cool-down activity. 
3) Kill is while it is still kicking! 

!
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!
1. The Lesson Connection 

a. What is the main message of this story? In other words, what is the story 
REALLY about? How can we naturally teach this lesson when we tell the 
story? 

b. What changes (in wording, content, or order) are natural to make to this 
story? How can I vary this story to make it easier (or more appropriate) to 
tell to children? 

2. The Kid Connection 
a. How could I use this story with MY specific group of children? 
a. How can the suggestions of the children help me to retell this story? 
b. Are the children ready to hear this story told this way, or do we need to 

help prepare them with a warm-up activity?  
3. The Creative Connection 

a. What is happening in this story? Could we act out parts of it? 
b. How could I actively include participation in this story? 
c. How could I retell this story to allow for creative movement or 

expression? 
d. Does the story include rhythms, rhymes or music? 
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Nine Secrets to Keeping Your Listener’s Attention 

1. Wonder 

2. Imagination – pretend less; believe more. 

a. believe in the story.  

b. become part of the story. great storytellers disappear into a story, take your hand and 
lead you through it and then reappear for the applause at the end! 

3. Passion – every story you tell should matter to you. 

a. if you don’t care about the story, no one else will. whether you love it or hate it, you 
need to be emotionally connected to it. 

b. be real and genuine. let yourself identify with the characters in the story. 

4. Responsiveness – never tell the same story twice. 

a. attend to the moment. don’t worry about how the story is “supposed to go”—notice 
how it is going. keep only the mistakes you like. 

b. don’t tell the story right, tell the right story. use discernment and good judgment. 

5. Authenticity 

a. the goal of authenticity: develop trust and relationships. 

b. the ingredients of authenticity: be real, be honest, be genuine, be sincere, be 
vulnerable. 

6. Relevancy 

a. shared personal experiences. 

b. realistic situations and believable characters. 

c. issues people can identify with and believe are important. 

7. Respect 

a. the way you relate to them. 

b. the attitude you portray to them. 

c. the relationships you develop with them. 

8. Curiosity 

a. by adding lots of MEAT (mystery, emotion, action and truth) to your messages. 

b. by aiming for the heart, not just the head. 

c. by using appropriate humor (exaggerated truth). 

d. by including interesting, unusual, suspenseful, or surprising or surprising stories.  

9. Natural application of the message to real life as they are experiencing it. 

!
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Steps to Growing Your Own Tale 
!
q Take the time to get acquainted with the story. 

q Think about and talk about the story, but don’t worry about “perfecting” it. 

q Try out the story. Explore the possibilities for retelling it. 

q Read it aloud or talk through the story the best you can, but stay open to possible 

changes in the way you might tell it. 

q Focus your attention on the story. Picture its images. Be aware of what’s happening in 

your story as you tell it. See the story as you tell it. Forget about performing it, just share 

it from your heart.  

q Each time you practice, remember and notice different aspects of the story. Pay particular 

attention to beginnings and endings. You really want to make sure the story starts and 

ends strong! 

q Practice the story, not the words. Tell the story with your whole body, not just your mouth. 

q Never tell the same story twice. Avoid the temptation to memorize your story. 

q Let the way you tell the story grow from the way it’s rehearsed. 

q Find a personal connection with the images or emotions of the story. What moments in 

the story draw you in or speak to your personally? Connect with those moments first, and 

then build the rest of the story around those sections. 

q Practice your story with the audience in mind 

q Include audience participation when appropriate. And have fun! If you’re not having fun, 

neither are your listeners!  

!
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The Blueprint 

1. Understanding story structure 

2. Secrets: 

a. postpone the resolution by sustaining 
the suspense. 

b. aim for effect rather than a “clearly 
measurable cognitive outcome.” 

c. step out of the spotlight when you tell 
personal stories. always be the 
mistake maker.  

3. Look for these patterns in the stories you 
tell: 
a. repetition 
b. ruin to redemption 
c. reversals 
d. rags to riches (or riches to rags) 

Quick Tips for Storytellers 

Before the story 
1. Remove distractions such as keys, pens, change, snack crackers and bowling balls from your 

pockets.  
2. Have the entire audience sit in front of you, rather than allowing any children to sneak behind 

you. The last thing you want in the middle of your story is to have someone giving you “bunny 
ears!” 

3. Make sure there isn’t anything going on behind you. No doorways, windows, cluttered cabinets, 
distracting bulletin boards, jugglers, or bungee jumpers. Any of these things can draw attention 
away from you and the story. 

4. Stand in a corner when you tell your story. The converging walls focus the students’ attention on 
you. 

5. Watch those levels! If students are on the floor and you’re standing, you’ll look like a giant. It’s 
better to sit down, or let them move back a little so it’s easier to see you. !

!
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Where to get 

new ideas! 

L iterature 

I  magination 

F olklore 

E xperience
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During the story 
1. Try wearing a special hat when telling your stories. Or a walking stick. Or a chair you sit in. Some 

teachers find it’s easier to “become” a storyteller by having such a prop… It’ll also let the children 
know it’s story time.  

2. If adults are seated with the children, have them sit on the ends of the rows so the children don’t 
need to look over or around them to see what’s going on up front. 

3. Express yourself! Use different inflection for different characters to add variety to your telling. 
4. Always look at whomever you’re speaking to. And that’s not always the audience! If you’re 

narrating a section of the story, look at the audience. But if you’re using dialogue, look at where 
you imagine the other people in the story would be standing, not at the audience. Try it and 
you’ll see how the story comes alive! 

5. If you choose to us a felt board, consider using felt vest or apron. It’ll keep the focus and 
attention of the audience on you. 

6. If you ask questions during the story, use only close-ended questions. For example, you might 
say, “Did Jonah get swallowed by an octopus? [No!] Did Jonah get swallowed by a crab? [No!] 
Did Jonah get swallowed by an eel? [NO!] Did Jonah get swallowed by a GREAT BIG 

!
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The Anatomy of a Good Message !
1. Grab them by the throat (use surprise) 

2. Tickle them in the runny bone (use humor) 

3. Sock them in the gut (speak truth) 

4. Hit them in the head (appeal to intellect) 

5. Touch them in the heart (appeal to emotion) 

6. Let them show some backbone (appeal to will) !
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FISH?”[YES!]. But you wouldn’t want to say, “Who can tell me about a time when you went 
fishing?” 

7. Keep the props simple. If you want to become different characters in your story, use different 
hats, colored glasses, or scarves. They’re easy to take on and off and won’t break or get too 
distracting. 

8. Remember: (1) The smaller the group, the smaller the actions. (2) The younger the children, the 
shorter the story 

!
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Advanced Skills and Teller Techniques 

A Personal Evaluation Checklist !!
Skill #1 - Make the Most of Silence and Stillness. 

• When do my pauses and silences seem awkward? Where should I add more silence or 
stillness?  

• Does the pace contradict what’s going on in the story? In other words, am I speaking 
quickly and slowly at the right times?  

• Does the rate, rhythm, speed, and timing of my story help build excitement at the 
right times in the story? If not, what changes do I need to make? !

Skill #2 - Sustain The Suspense By Postponing The Resolution. 
• Have I given too much away too early? If so, how can I change what I say or do to 

sustain the suspense? 
• Does the story take too long to set up? How can I grab the attention of the listeners 

by introducing the struggle earlier in the story? Is the ending strong and clear? 
• If I were listening to this story for the first time would I get bored? If so, why? What 

needs to change to grab and keep the listeners’ attention? !
Skill #3 - Use The Stage Area To Your Advantage. 

• Am I using all of my stage area? If not, does this story provide natural opportunities to 
use more movement or gestures? How can I use more of my space onstage? 

• Am I consistent in the way I represent characters and in how I relate to the imaginary 
world I create onstage? If not, what do I need to change? 

• Am I standing in the best place onstage for people to see me? Is the lighting good? Is 
the attention of the audience directed toward me? If not, what do I need to change to 
make the most of the lighting and stage placement? !

Skill #4 - Mean More Than You What You Say. 
• Do I use strong images in my stories? If not, can I include more image-rich language? 

What images come to mind when I think of this story? Is there a way to naturally 
weave these images into the way I tell this story?  

• How well did I use inflection to communicate meaning? How could I improve and 
clarify the meaning I wish to portray by subtly changing my inflection? 

!
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• What can I learn from Jesus about using images in my stories and my teaching? How 

can I begin to see more parallels between biblical truth and everyday objects? !
Skill #5 - Translate Words Into Sounds. 

• Have I done a good job of translating this story from words to sounds?  
• Does my story sound “canned,” or spontaneous? How can I better express 

spontaneity in this story?  
• Does it sound like I’m reading a script, or telling a story? What do I need to change to 

make the story sound more natural and less rehearsed? !
Skill #6 - Choose Your Sounds Carefully. 

• Have I used strong nouns and verbs in my story? Have I chosen the right words to 
use? Have I prepared my introduction to the story? How will I make it clear when the 
introduction is over and my story begins? 

• Is the message of my story clear? Have I produced the effect I was aiming for? If not, 
why not? What do I need to add, change, or delete from my story to produce the 
effect I’m aiming for? Was this story appropriate for my audience? 

• If I used foreshadowing, have I related back to that image or idea at the end of the 
story? It not, how can I bring that idea back into focus? !

Skill #7 - Communicate Without Talking. 
• What impression will my clothes and appearance give to the audience? Is that the 

impression I want to give? 
• How will the proximity of the stage and the amount of lighting affect the audience’s 

expectations of my story? Is this what I want? If not, what will I do? 
• Did I appear confident and prepared? Was I nervous or was I relaxed? Did I rock back 

and forth, or stand still and composed? Did I have any annoying habits that distract 
from the story? How can I eliminate those? What will I do, instead, when I’m nervous?  !

Skill #8 - Create Richer and Deeper Characters. 
• Were my characters believable? If I used different voices or posture to portray 

different characters, were they consistent? If I used dialect, did I slip out of dialect or 
keep going through the whole story? 

• How did I express emotions--through my body, face, or voice? Was I physically 
eloquent? 

• Did I tell people what the characters were like, or did I show them? How can I 
improve the way I create and portray my characters? 
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  !
Story (Acts 16:16ff) Actions

Paul and Silas were walking to the place of prayer. Walk in place.

They met a slave girl who could predict the future! Look amazed!

But it was because of a spirit that was not from God! Scared / concerned.

Her owners made money when she did it for people. Weigh some money in your 
hand.

She kept shouting, “These men are from God! They 
know how you can be saved!”

Pretend to shout.

She did it over… Again…

And over… Again…

And over! Again!

Finally, Paul got frustrated. Look frustrated.

And told the spirit to leave her. Point into the distance.

And it did! Surprise!

But then her owners couldn’t get any money and 
they were mad!

Angry!

They dragged Paul and Silas into town. Drag yourself by your shirt 
collar.

And they had them stripped… Cover yourself with your 
hands as if you were naked.

And they beat them up! Beat yourself up.

They threw them in prison. Hold prison bars.

And chained up their feet. You can’t move your feet!

At midnight Paul and Silas were praying… Fold your hands.

And singing hymns to God, Pretend to sing.

All the other prisoners were listening to them. Listen. Smile. 
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  !

!

Suddenly there was a huge earthquake! Shake! Fall down!

The prison doors flew open and the chains fell 
away!

You can move your feet. Do 
a little dance.

The jailer was sleeping… Sleep…

And woke up suddenly. Wake up!

He saw the doors were open and thought he would 
be killed for letting people escape!

Look terrified.

He drew out his sword to kill himself first… Draw a sword.

But Paul shouted, “Don’t do it! We’re all here!” Wave your arms.

The jailer called for the lights. Carry a torch.

And fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Fall and tremble.

He said, “What must I do to be saved?” Fold hands, beg.

Paul said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved!”

Point up to heaven.

Paul and Silas preached to them and the jailer 
washed their wounds.

Wash your underarms.

Then he and his family were baptized. Go under, come up!

The jailer welcomed Paul and Silas into his house. Open the door.

And they had a big meal to celebrate! Eating lots of yummy food.

And he and his family were filled with joy because 
they had come to believe in God!

Happy faces.
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