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Introduction !!

What Pre-teens Are Like !
• They’re becoming more concerned about what other kids think of them. 
• They’re more savvy and can sense a lecture coming a mile away. 
• They’re beginning to think abstractly and can more easily understand longer, more complex stories and the symbolism found in many 

parables. 
• They enjoy comedy, suspense, action, and mystery. 
• They don’t want to act like, or be treated like, “babies.” 
• They don’t want to be embarrassed (especially in front of kids of the opposite sex)! 
• They’re very concerned about things being fair. 
• BUT, they still want to have fun! !

Technique #1 - Tandem Storytelling 
• Two people tell a story together, alternating speaking parts. They take turns playing the part of different story characters 

while the story is told. This technique takes a little extra time and effort, but it’s worth it! !
Technique #2 – Contemporary Retelling 
• Find connections between the biblical story and the lives of your listeners. Retell the Bible story by changing the place, 

events, or characters to make it more contemporary. 
• Instead of going out to meet the bridegroom, the girls could be… 
• Instead of forgetting to buy oil, they could have forgotten to… 
• Instead of being locked out of the wedding, they could be denied… 

 !!!

Here’s how to write your own contemporary retelling: !
1. Ask, “What is this story about?” For example, in the story of “The Four Soils” (Luke 8:4-15). In this story, a 

farmer scatters seeds along the path. Only a small percentage of the seeds take root and produce fruit. The 
other seeds are eaten, trampled, or choked out. 

2. Ask, “What (in today’s world) is this story like?” This is similar to… sending out an e-mail message with a link 
to a great new website. Some of your friends delete the message, others ignore it, still others save it but never 
read it. Only those who take the time to read it and apply it (by logging on) will benefit. 

3. Come up with a story starter: Once upon a time, there was a kid who discovered a great new website where 
you could download some of the coolest games on the web for free. He decided to let his friends know about 
this new site by e-mailing each of them the link to the site…
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Technique #3 - Fill-in Storytelling 
• Write down the story, leaving out some key words. Fill-in the blanks with suggestions from the 

audience. !
Technique #4 - Ask, “What if?” 
• Ask yourself how a story might have ended. Look for ways to use this technique to spark interest and 

discussion. 
• Take children by surprise when you tell this type of story. Let them start thinking, “That’s not the way that story is 

supposed to go… is it?” 
• Variation - Pretend you’re a TV reporter. Pull out your imaginary microphone and briefly interview students! You can 

poke fun at your own story, create interactive sections to the story, or provide an interlude between stories. You can 
even have one person pretend to be a Bible character and interview her! !

Technique #5 - Use Different Types of Monologues !
Technique #6 - Spontaneous melodrama 

• Volunteers act out the story as it is told (or read). 
• Notice how each character has a specific time to be onstage, and something active to do. When they’re done 

with their part, they leave the stage until they’re brought back onstage by the continuing action of the story. 

Using Humor With Pre-teens !
1. Impersonations - Pre-teens will laugh at silly impersonations of cartoon characters, actors, TV personalities, or 

sports heroes as long as they can identify who is being impersonated. Be careful you don’t make fun of people if 
you choose to do this!  

2. Feigned stupidity - Kids will usually laugh if you act like you don’t know something you should know, or mix 
something up that should be obvious, or pretend to forget a common name or place in the middle of the story.  

3. You’ll never guess! - In a story with repetition, you may come to a part where you quip, “You’ll never guess what 
happened next! I mean you’ll never guess in a million years what comes next--” They will, of course, guess 
correctly. Then you get to act surprised: “That’s right! How on earth did you know that? Are you like a genius or 
something?” Have fun with this, but don’t overdo it. 

4. Exaggeration - Truth taken to an extreme or exaggerated can be very funny. One way to do this is to point out 
something that the Bible teaches that the students may never have noticed. For example, many pre-teens think 
gross things are cool, so when you tell the story of David and Goliath, you could mention that when David sliced off 
Goliath’s head, blood went spurting all over… 

5. Bizarre props - Use bizarre props to tell the story. Draw a story with whipped cream or spray paint. Use life-sized 
manikins, giant blow-up dolls, or cardboard, sports hero cut-outs! 

6. Surprise! - The unexpected is funny. Tell the students something one way for a few times in the story and then 
change it. For example, you might point out several times in a story that Jesus was from Bethlehem. Then say, “By 
the way do you know where Jesus came from?” And they’ll say “Bethlehem!” Then shake your head and respond, 
“No. His momma!” Let them think that they know the answer and then surprise them! 

7. Involvement - It’s usually funny to bring volunteers onstage, give them goofy costumes and have them act 
something out. When bringing children onstage, give them a specific job and keep them involved. Allow them the 
chance to creatively express themselves and to enjoy the role. Don’t let them stand up for too long with nothing to 
do. 

8. Non-story material: Consider using jokes, silly words, tongue twisters, riddles, conundrums, rhymes, proverbs, 
puns, jingles, commercial themes, or ballads either as part of your story or between the stories you tell.
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