
 

Chronological Bible Storytelling  

and its Place in the Spiritual Formation of Children. 

I.  What is a story? 

a. Balance  (Exposition/Once Upon a Time) 

b. Something happens to upset the balance  (Point of Attack) 

c. The Protagonist goes on a journey to restore the balance  (Rising Action) 

d. The Protagonist faces a moral dilemma and must make a choice to get what he 

wants.  (High risk/Crisis) 

e. As a result of the journey the Protagonist is changed  (Climax/Transformation) 

f. A new balance is created/restored. 

 

II. Why should we tell stories? 

a. They’re the most powerful form of communication known to man.  (Reference 

Barna’s influence on culture (music, movies, television, computer, print media) 

and which forms are rooted in the element of story.)   

i. The help us to learn: 

1. Jesus used them to make the unknowable known.  The kingdom of 

heaven is like… 

a. Read Breakpoint Commentary, p.7 of “Generations” 

2. They emphasize the intuitive rather than the intellectual, analytical 

or rational. 

a. Accordingly, they are disarming (Nathan’s story to David) 

ii. They help us to remember. (Important teaching point!) 

a. The account of God’s interaction with his people was 

passed down in story before it was written down. 



i. The Jews are a story culture.  This explains their 

longevity as a people group.  They are the only 

people group not to assimilate to other cultures.  

(That’s why they’ll return to Israel.) 

iii. They remind us of our divinity. (Structure) 

1. Story is about transformation.  We want to know that we can 

change. 

2. Life started out as “Once upon a time” and will eventually end 

‘happily ever after’. 

3. Relate story structure to the story arc of the Bible 

a. Balance  (Eden) 

b. Something happens to upset the balance  (Sin) 

c. The Protagonist goes on a journey to restore the balance  

(God’s Interaction with his people.  Patriarchs, Law, 

Judges, Kings, Prophets…) 

d. The Protagonist faces a moral dilemma and must make a 

choice to get what he wants.  (God must take on the sins of 

the world) 

e. As a result of the journey the Protagonist is changed  

(Jesus) 

f. A new balance is created/restored.  (Eternity) 

iv. They remind of us our humanity. (Content) 

1. Despite broad backgrounds, different nationalities, unique 

experiences, humanity is connected together by common story and 

universal themes:  grief, victory, depression, bullying, friendship, 

loss, suffering, longing, etc. 

2. We find ourselves in story (Nathan and David) 

3. Contrast the religious leaders of Jesus day and how they moved the 

people away from story towards the letter of the law. 

4. Story structure is also our story. 

 

a. Balance  (Sinful) 

b. Something happens to upset the balance  (Confronted with 

our Sin/Separation from God.) 

c. The Protagonist goes on a journey to restore the balance  

(Search for God/Wrestle with the idea of Faith) 

d. The Protagonist faces a moral dilemma and must make a 

choice to get what he wants.  (Will you follow God in faith 

by accepting Jesus as your Savior?)) 



e. As a result of the journey the Protagonist is changed  (Born 

Again/Justification) 

f. A new balance is created/restored.  (Sanctification/Eternity) 

 

So, why should we tell stories to our children? Besides the reasons listed above: 

 God commanded the Israelites to pass on the story to their children. 

o Genesis 18:9 

o Ephesians 6:4 

o Joshua 4:21 

o Exodus 13:  8, 9 

o Deuteronomy 4:9, 6:7, 32:46. 

 

 Our faith is rooted in story.  It begins and ends in story.  In her book, “Walking 

on Water”, Madeleine L’Engle says, “When I was a child reading Hans Christian 

Andersen’s tales, reading Joseph and his coat of many colors and his infuriating 

bragging about his dreams, reading “The Selfish Giant” and the “Book of Jonah”, 

these diverse stories all spoke the same language, and I knew, intuitively that they 

all belonged to the same world.  For the world of the bible, both the Old and New 

Testament, is the world of Story; Story which can speak to us as the Word of 

God.”   

 In a commentary on his radio program, “Breakpoint”, Chuck Colson says, 

“Stories shape our thoughts, mover our emotions, and enlarge our imaginations.  

The images we plant in our minds have an enormous influence over the kind of 

people we become.  They both express and shape our beliefs and values.  Think of 

the effective use Jesus made of images and stories.  He could have simply said, 

“Take care of people who are hurt and victimized.”  Instead, He spun the tale of 

the Good Samaritan.  He could have just said, “God forgives your sins, so forgive 

others.”  Instead, He told the parable of the unmerciful servant.  Why?  Because a 

story gets at aspects of truth that are beyond the power of didactic teaching.”   

 When we read a child a story, we are feeding the Imageo Deo, which is, in effect, 

the image of God in them.  And I believe that imagination in a child is the seed of 

faith in an adult.  And if we can not only read, but help a child experience the 

power of  God’s story, more than just the process of learning takes shape.  

Through discovery, children start making the journey home. 

 

My thesis is that spiritual formation in children should include a curriculum  based 

on chronological Bible storytelling 

 

 



Curriculum Overview: 

 

Objective: Tell the story in such a way as it can be retold.  (Paradigm shift:  Changing 

teachers to storytellers) 

 

Matrix:  5 years/52 weeks = 260 stories. 

 

Week 1:  In the Beginning… 

a. Grade 1:  Creation 

b. Grade 2:  Adam and Eve 

c. Grade 3:  Garden of Eden 

d. Grade 4:  The Fall of Man 

e. Grade 5:  Cain and Abel 

 

Week 2:  The Great Flood… 

a. Grade 1:  The Ark and the Animals 

b. Grade 2:  The Flood 

c. Grade 3:  The Rainbow/Promise 

d. Grade 4:  Sons of Noah 

e. Grade 5:  Tower of Babel 

 

Week 3:  Abraham and Sarai/Sarah 

a. Grade 1:  The Call 

b. Grade 2:  Abraham and Lot 

c. Grade 3:  The Covenent 

d. Grade 4:  Hagaar and Ishmael:   

e. Grade 5:  Sodom and Gomorroah 

 

Week 4:  Abraham and Isaac 

a. Grade 1:  Isaac’s birth 

b. Grade 2:  Isaac and Ishmael 

c. Grade 3:  Isaac and Rebecca 

d. Grade 4:  Abraham is tested. 

e. Grade 5:  Isaac carries on the covenant. 

 

Module: 

a. Contextualize the story (Where does it fit into the God Narrative/Review) 

b. Read the Story from the Bible 

c. Retell the story (Paraphrase) 

d. Story Experience 



e. Connection (Connect every story to Jesus.  Connect stories about Jesus to an OT 

story that foreshadowed him in the context of the NT story.) 

f. What does the story mean to you?  (No predetermined application.  How many 

applications are there in the story of Joseph and his brothers?) 

g. Retell the story 

h. Activities 

 

Advantages: 

 Children have a stronger grasp of the Bible as the story of God 

 Strong spiritual formation in children 

 Pastorally, it gives you a stronger sense of what and how your children are learning 

the Bible through the year and over 5 years.  (Strategic)  If you want to them to 

KNOW the Bible when they leave your ministry, teach them the stories in 

chronological order and reinforce that continually. 

 You can assign life application teaching in other areas of your ministry throughout 

the year that reinforce pastoral goals and objectives. (Integrated Programming) 

 Reduces the need for curriculum and eventually provides an enormous cost savings 

(public education model) 

 

Disadvantages: 

 You may end up talking about the Psalms at Easter and the life of John the Revelator 

at Christmas.  (Although there’s no reason that you can’t substitute for holidays) 

 You’ll skip the content of books like Psalms, Proverbs, and the Epistles to focus on 

stories behind key people or scripture texts in those books.  (i.e., Life of David, 

Korah, Solomon, and Paul. 

 Not every Bible story seam goes five threads deep.   

 Paradigm shift of teaching to storytelling. 

 

Storytelling Forms and Ideas: (A short list) 

 

Cueing combinations: 

Music 

Rhyme or Rhythmic pattern 

Song/Parody 

Act It Out.  (NOTE:  The difference between acting and storytelling is the relationship 

with the audience.  An actor plays against a fourth wall as if the audience was not there.  

A Storyteller has an intimate and casual relationship with the audience.) 

Reader’s Theatre 

Role Play 

Tableau 



Moving  Pictures 

Puppetry 

Pantomime/Mime 

Masks  

Clowning 

Human video 

Movement 

Gaming 

Object Lessons 

Sculpting/Painting/Murals 

 

 



The Story of Joseph 

Sold Into Slavery (Genesis 37:12-28) 

What to Pack 

*optional 

For the Climb 

Age appropriate 

Bibles 

For the Activities* 

God Care Hand Out Crayons, colored 

pens, markers, etc. 

Coloring page Scissors, tape, 

construction paper 

 

Base Camp 

Last week we learned about Jacob and Esau and how Jacob stole his older brother’s blessing.  Do you 

remember that story?  This week we move down the family line to a story about one of Jacob’s sons.  

His name is Joseph.  Even though Jacob had 12 sons, Joseph was his favorite because he was the first 

born of his wife, Rachel, whom he loved very much.  Jacob paid special attention to Joseph and gave him 

nice gifts to include a coat of many colors.  Joseph’s brothers became very jealous.  When Joseph started 

telling everyone about dreams he was having where everyone bowed down to him, his brothers took 

matters into their own hands and sold him into slavery.  Today we will learn more about that story. 

 

The Map 

Use the following map of reading and paraphrasing the story in your own words in order to share the 

story of Genesis 37 with the children.  When you read the story, always use an age-appropriate Bible.    

Many versions of the Bible are available on line.  You may want to consider printing off this story from 

an online translation and then highlighting the areas you read with one color and highlighting the areas 

you paraphrase with another color. 

 

 Paraphrase verses 12-17. 

 Read verses 18-20 



 Paraphrase verses 21, 22. 

 Read verses 23, 24. 

 Paraphrase verses 25-27 

 Read verse 28. 
Don’t be afraid to interrupt the reading to ask questions.  “What do you think happened next?”  

“Do you think Joseph’s brothers did the right thing?” “How did Reuben’s response differ from the 

others?”  

This map of the story is designed to keep the children engaged in the story from beginning to the end, 

while ensuring they understand that the story is coming out of God’s Word and so it is true. 

The Climb 

This is a game that can be used to reinforce the story of Joseph in Genesis 37.  Play the game like Musical 

Chairs, except that you will use narration and the word “WELL” instead of music to start and stop the 

action.  Put the chairs in a fairly large circle in the room. Every time the Narrator or Storyteller begins to 

speak, the children should begin moving around (inside) the circle of chairs.  As soon as they begin to 

move, a helper should take a chair from the circle and move it away.  Then, when you say the word 

“WELL” in the narration, everyone should quickly find a seat and sit down.  The person who can not find 

a chair to sit on is out of the game.  This sequence continues until only one child is left sitting on a chair.  

Depending on the number of children playing the game, you can pull out more than one chair at a time 

or take out as many of the cue words that you need.  The way this script is written, you will have 5 

rounds of circling the chairs before you get down to one chair. 

Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob.  His brothers did not like him very WELL.  That was because 

they were jealous of Joseph.  WELL…. 

…One day, Jacob sent Joseph out to find his brothers who were in the field watching their father’s 

sheep.  When they saw him coming in the distance, they said, “Here comes Joseph.  Let’s kill him and 

throw him a WELL.   We can tell our father that the animals ate him up.  But Reuben didn’t like that plan.  

Don’t kill him.  Just throw him in the WELL.  

Reuben said this to rescue Joseph from them and take him back to his father.  So when Joseph came to 

his brothers, they beat him up and threw him in the (Pause) cistern…which is another word for a WELL.  

As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a group of hairy Ishmaelites coming towards 

them.   WELL… 

They decided to sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites instead of killing him.  When the Midianite merchants 

came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the, uh…out of the…um, WELL, cistern.   They sold him for 

twenty shekels of silver.  Joseph was not doing WELL, was he?  

But God had a plan for Joseph.  You see, the Ishmaelites took Joseph to Egypt and eventually he came 

into great favor with the Pharoh.  Pharoh put Joseph in charge and Joseph did very WELL.  Eventually, 



Joseph’s family came to Egypt and his brothers asked Joseph to forgive them for trying to kill him.  Do 

you know what Joseph, did?  Well, he forgave them.! 

 

The Peaks 

Now turn to Matthew 26:  14 – 15 and read a story about something that happened to Jesus. 

“Then one of the twelve (disciples), whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 

and said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" And they paid him (Judas) thirty 

pieces of silver.” 

Do you see anything similar here in the story about Joseph and the story of Jesus?  (They were 

both betrayed by friends/brothers over to an ‘enemy’ for money.) 

What does it mean to be betrayed?   If your best friend tells a lie about you, then he or she has 

betrayed you.  Your trust is broken.  Joseph was betrayed by his brother and sold for 20 shekels 

of silver. Jesus was betrayed by one of his disciples, Judas, for 30 shekels of silver.  How do 

you think it feels to be betrayed by someone you should trust?  Does anyone have a story about 

feeling betrayed that they could share? 

 

Completing the Journey 

 God’s Care Poster 

o Distribute a handout to each student as they sit at the table 

o Have them begin coloring the picture until their lesson begins 

o It would help if the children had a completed example of the craft. 

o As the children work on the poster, you can ask if anyone was ever afraid 

or worried that God would take care of them. 

o If time permits, let the children cut out the scenes and glue them to 

construction paper 

 

 Chain link activity 

 

http://www.ehow.com/info_12056625_joseph-slave-craft-activity.html 

 

Coloring Page 

http://www.bible-printables.com/Coloring-Pages/Old-Testament/10-OT-012-

joseph.html 

Genesis 37:38 says,  “His brothers pulled Joseph from the well and sold him for twenty shekels 

of silver to the Midianites, who took him to Egypt.” 

http://www.ehow.com/info_12056625_joseph-slave-craft-activity.html


 Story Sequencing Worksheet 

http://www.biblewise.com/archives/2007/june/kids_korner/fun_games/do_your_best.htm 

What did you learn from this story journey today? 

http://www.biblewise.com/archives/2007/june/kids_korner/fun_games/do_your_best.htm


Can you put these biblical events in chronological order? 

 Joshua  

 Kings  

 Isaac 

 The Ten Commandments 

 David and Goliath 

 The Wilderness  

 Creation  

 Joseph and his dreams  

 Esther  

 Samson  

 Slavery in Egypt 

 Babylonian Captivity 

 Exodus 

 Ezra 

 Jacob and Esau 

 Samuel 

 Moses is born 

 Abraham and Sarah 

 The fall of man 

 Solomon 

 David the King  


